THROUGH HIS GROUNDEREAKING 'WORK IN ARD OUT OF THE BLACK GLET COMMUNITY,
HE'S PUTTING THE EWPHASIS DN LOVE AND PROGRESS

ince 198%, Cleo Manage |ss been at the farefront of the struggle o Hberate what he
terms SGL [Msame-gender-lving™) black men from stersotypes and ingrained saliural
- antagoiism and being them to o place of acceptance and keee by the community and far
themsebves

T foster this growth and change, Clen was instrumnental in creating the Black Mens Xohurge:
(B0, 2 Los Angelas-hased group,

“Towas inportant that we fnally haes healing, eopowernient and affirmation opporhunities kol
o where st of us lved” he =y “A part af our sodal-changs stranegy was o actively fdliie
dinkague within the community about black unity, bisecuality and same-gender-love. Repandliss of
sexcuality; vee need bo unlearn the sypmproms and corsequence of internalized oppresion”

A anderreprisentad mimecty culture within a nrinority culnse, Bk S5G1 men face what
Manage calls “co-pocusring chalerges"—abmormally high percentages of single-parent bomes
and unemipleyment rates, fa namk tss—whach may lead black men so ansiety and insscurity.

BMX invites both SGL and hetersenaal black males s transfovomational spaces in which men
i blusily difwate the nature of their identities in the black commumitz—with an epe o hringing
aboat undersanding,

"These spaces encoursge disfopoe (o oeder i transorn oppressive ar shusive stitudes” he
sarys. W Fave besn very soccessful gt umpackng s experience, traumas, misnforrnation of
coneditinming bebamd poamts of view that have led to anti-homsoseaial and even anti-black behaviar
in the communiny:”

B bas allied itzdf with twen of the mos visible—arnd contmmersia—national escers in the black
ooy Mimisier Louis Farrakhan invited hMansgn, & an 51 badk male, 1 address the onneds ab the 14-pear anmiverssey of the Milban Man March,
cementingan xisting nebativoeship with the Matian of Isdam. BbX has o partoened with the Tev. Al Sharpean, wha came oot apginsa constitutonal amendimens
bsarsning gary marriage, asking why aduliery—which thnetens the instingion maore than iy mandage ever could—swas not Hiewise heing hanned

Why, then, with all this high-prodile support, docs Manigo el it important o use the*$G1 designarion irsesd of fobding into the GLET L=k

“50L. was created 10 provide homaosssual and hiscaal black peopde with 4 wiry of refmencing ousehes that articulsted aod highlighted knving as our
intention,” b eays. “That weedoansd can love needs to be noted, especially by s, fraften gets ot in the fog of internalized ard societal oppression, unsuoossfid
relaticnships and mare recerthy the black male HIVIAIDS holocast Bladk peaple have diproportonatedy endhured epidenics of TITV, s hase and culoaral
disnapizon. This needs o be resabed! ™ - SEAN McGRATH
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